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The  Experience  of  Religious  Imagination 
and  Friends  Peace  Testimony 

Marian  Sanders  in  her  introduction  to  William 
Blake’s  revisioning  through  his  experiences  of  reli- 
gious imagination  makes  connections  with  Quaker 
process.  What  are  the  modes  of  being  creative-in-the 
world  and  how  are  these  related  to  our  inward  and 
outward  lives  as  Friends?  “Blake’s  hard-earned 
wisdom  is  needed  by  Friends  today.  He  wrestled 
with  and  learned  how  to  cope  with  his  own  evil 
and  with  the  corporate  social  evil  beyond  his 
control.” 

As  Friends  have  been  reading  recent  govern- 
mental signals  ominous  with  the  evils  of  militar- 
ism and  the  reinstatement  of  forced  conscription, 
we  have  begun  to  respond  from  the  moral  revision- 
ing which  is  both  historical  precedent  and  present 
necessity  if  we  are  to  hold  faithfully  to  our  testi- 
mony against  all  war  and  preparations  for  war. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  Faith  and  Practice 
advises  Friends  to  work  to  abolish  state  conscription 
--  whether  for  military  or  other  purposes  --  and  to 
refuse  personally  to  cooperate  with  the  draft.  “We 
are  called  into  the  community  of  all  who  suffer 
through  refusal  to  perform  acts  which  violate 
their  conscientious  convictions  ...  As  Friends  bear 
their  testimony  against  war,  they  are  encouraged  to 
look  beyond  the  evil  they  oppose  to  the  good  that 
they  would  bring  about.  A basic  task  of  peace- 
making is  to  fill  the  spiritual  void  in  our  civilization 
by  replacing  fear  which  cripples  human  efforts  with 
faith  in  the  power  of  love  through  which  God 
unites  and  sustains  those  who  pursue  his  will.”  In 
these  words,  then,  we  are  recalled  to  revisioning  and 
to  the  living  out  of  our  religious  imagination  with 
faithfulness. 

Shirley  Ruth 


PYM  Clerk’s  Change  of  Address 

Please  note  that  Lowell  Tozer,  Clerk  of  PYM, 
has  a new  address:  4919  Cresita  Dr.,  San  Diego, 
CA  92115.  His  new  phone  is  (714)  582-2777. 
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William  Blake  and  Friends:  Experience  in  Religious  Imagination 

by  Marian  Sanders  --  Pendle  Hill 

Friends  meeting  together  to  search  for  truth  frequently  provide  transforming  experiences  for 
one  another.  This  “happened”  for  me  at  the  recent  Ben  Lomond  weekend  arranged  by  the  West 
Coast  Quaker  Association  on  Religion  and  Psychology. 

We  shared  our  human  talent  for  experience  by  recalling  signals  of  transcendence:  the  ways  we 
order  the  universe,  play  and  hope  and  have  faith  and  are  righteously  indignant  and  call  a halt  and 
re-order;  our  humor  and  caring  and  making  significant  choices;  our  friends  as  transforming  experi- 
ences; the  unparalleled  consciousness-raising  sources  which  give  us  a rich  vocabulary  for  express- 
ing our  search  for  wholeness;  a learning  of  forgiveness  beyond  guilt  and  triviality,  which  returns 
us  to  our  universal  humanity. 

William  Blake  and  Thoreau  each  approached  these  human  problems  in  special  ways,  and 
during  this  weekend  both  became  models  of  the  human  quest  for  meaning  in  life  experience. 

The  rich  life  and  works  of  Blake  were  compressed  for  us  into  an  hour  late  one  afternoon  of 
a full  day  indoors  from  the  rain.  Under  less-than-ideal  visual  conditions  the  flow  of  his  powerful 
images  “rouz’d  the  faculties  to  act.”  I saw  with  renewed  intensity  the  significance  of  his  designs 
and  patterns;  his  daring  variety  and  energetic  experimentation;  his  visual  opposites;  the  arche- 
typal nature  of  art  that  speaks  to  the  human  condition;  his  embrace  of  spirit  and  body;  his 
immense  task  to  open  the  eternal  worlds  through  the  human  imagination.  All  these  visions 
flowed  naturally  into  a re-discovery  of  Quaker  process. 

William  Blake  (1757-  1827)  belonged  to  the  dissenting  tradition  that  had  flowered  a century 
earlier  in  Quakerism.  His  parents  included  Familist  and  Moravian  Brothers  stock  and  Blake 
was  briefly  anattender  at  the  Swedenborgian  Church.  But  by  Blake’s  day  Friends  had  become 
part  of  the  commercial  and  scientific  establishment  of  England  and  did  not  appeal  to  his  revolu- 
tionary spirit.  Benjamin  West  hung  his  art  in  the  Royal  Gallery  while  Blake’s  was  rejected. 

Blake  opposed  the  dogmatic,  repressive  religion  of  his  time,  especially  the  arrogantly  rational 
deism,  and  the  scientific  and  commercial  imperialism  of  the  establishment.  The  sign  on  the  New 
Church  door,  “Now  it  is  allowable,”  was  not  sufficient  soul  food  to  hold  him  within  the  Sweden- 
borgian fold,  especially  after  it  denounced  Thomas  Paine. 

So  he  endured  the  open-endedness  of  his  imagination,  disciplined  daily  by  the  repetitive  tasks 
of  his  trade.  He  compressed  cosmic  visions  onto  small  metal  etching  plates,  and  illustrated 
the  works  of  others  for  a pittance.  His  illustrations  for  the  Bible,  Shakespeare,  Milton,  and 
Chaucer  are  commentaries  on  life  itself,  and  his  drawings  for  the  Book  of  Job  alone  would 
establish  his  reputation  as  a great  artist. 

Blake’s  hard-earned  wisdom  is  needed  by  Friends  today.  As  poet  and  artist,  he  had  “imagina- 
tion in  evil.”  He  experienced  its  energy,  owned  it  and  became  whole  by  transforming  it  into  his 
unique  authentic  self.  He  wrestled  with  and  learned  how  to  cope  with  his  own  evil  and  with 
the  corporate  social  evil  beyond  his  control.  He  endured  the  tension  of  doing  it  alone.  He  was 
fond  of  Satan  who  challenges  consciousness,  who  cleverly  tricks  us  into  facing  our  dark  side. 

Our  “unfoldment”  requires  the  energy  generated  by  accepting  all  that  we  are:  “without  contrar- 
ies is  no  progression.”  All  Blakian  symbols  contain  vistas  of  mystery  we  need  to  deepen  our 
own  experience  in  religious  imagination. 

Most  of  us  have  taken  beginning  steps  in  knowing  that  “Everything  that  lives  is  holy.”  We 
may  have  read  “Songs  of  Experience”  and  recognize  The  Fly’s  dizzy  delight  in  being  itself; 
the  social  tyranny  of  industrial  society  of ‘London’;  the  paradox  and  revolutionary  synthesis 
of  ‘The  Tyger.’  “Proverbs  of  Hell”  express  the  coalescence  of  instinct  and  intellect  that  were 
“wisdom”  for  Blake  but  which  still  outrage  the  favorite  precepts  of  conventional  middle  class 
orthodoxy.  Blake’s  synthesis  of  contrary  elements  grew  from  within  outward  and  became  his 
visual  art  and  the  cosmic  myth  of  his  Prophetic  Books. 

Art  as  a language  of  the  spirit  is  accepted  more  and  more  by  Friends.  Perhaps  now  it  is  pos- 
sible for  us  to  be  nearer  to  Blake  than  it  could  ever  have  been  for  Friends  in  his  own  time.  Image 

(continued  on  page  112) 
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(Wm.  Blake:  cont.  from  page  111) 

as  myth  becomes  a language  of  the  outer  equivalents  to  inner  process.  Some  Friends  have  lived 
so  close  to  their  own  unconscious  that  they’ve  had  a healthy  respect  for  their  “memorable 
fancies.”  And  although  Friends  have  channeled  their  creative  religious  life  into  social  vision, 
some  also  have  understood  Blake’s: 

“God  is  Light  to  those  who  Dwell  in  Night. 

Takes  Human  Form  to  those  who  dwell  in  Day.” 

The  process  which  grew  clearer  for  me  out  of  the  Ben  Lomond  weekend  is  part  of  our  heritage 
as  Friends  and  needs  re-discovering  each  time  we  gather  in  Meeting.  In  our  closing  session  Mary 
Mikesell  reminded  us  “to  live  only  in  a world  of  verbs.”  This  implies  giving  up  “thing-ing”  the 
universe.  Meeting,  an  active  verb,  speaks  of  process  and  discipline.  If  we  go  to  Meeting  with 
vigilant  expectation  asserting  “Speak,  I am  listening,”  our  challenge  is  met  by  a responding 
suspension  of  thought  that  allows  an  experience  of  “attention  to  every  thing- at-once.”  This 
inner  presence  of  vigilant  expectation  - this  inner  gesture  --  puts  us  directly  in  touch  with 
Reality.  Sometimes  we  are  rewarded  with  that  active  awareness  which  welcomes  any  thought. 

Then  we  can  listen  and  watch  and  experience  whatever  that  eternal  moment  may  bring  as  its 
“gift.”  This  is  a different  degree  of  consciousness.  It  is  our  birthright  as  humans.  It  can  be 
cultivated  as  part  of  our  heritage  as  Friends.  We  know  it  well,  but  often  its  simplicity  eludes  us 
so  that  we  need  encouragement  to  re-claim  it.  Blake  offers  such  encouragement  through  the 
boldness  of  his  visions  and  paradoxes,  through  his  openness  to  the  energies  of  good  and  evil,  to 
Mystery. 

The  permission/attention/authorization  of  what  is  Now  results  in  a stopping  of  thought,  con- 
ceptualization and  “chatter”  which  in  turn  allows  for  the  prevailing  spirit  of  “utter  mental  silence.” 
Within  this  stillness  enlightenment  can  erupt.  It  is  a dimension  of  pure  awareness  that  is  ...  always 
and  already.  It  is  choiceless,  alert  awareness  which  beckons  to  that  continual  revelation.  This 
reality  is  inexpressible  but  it  is  experiencable.  Blake  experienced  it  and  tried  in  many  ways  to 
express  it:  images  of  tension  and  resolution;  the  integration  of  opposites;  the  human  and  divine 
condition  as  front  and  back  within  the  same  picture ; imagination  as  an  act  of  creation. 

It  is  this  experience  in  religious  imagination  I yearn  for  us  to  share  as  Friends.  Some  approach 
it  through  art  or  through  science,  some  find  it  in  the  loving  disciplines  of  everyday  living,  some  in 
the  service  of  social  justice  and  peace,  or  caring  for  other’s  needs,  some  find  it  in  the  re-awakening 
of  wholeness  in  healing.  Some  pursue  it  in  this  or  that  consciousness-raising  discipline  or  in  this 
or  that  meditative  technique  or  ritual.  We  are  learning  more  about  the  richness  of  the  human  quest. 
Friends’  ways  are  only  one  way,  but  if  we  take  that  way  let  us  encompass  our  treasure-beyond- 
form.  There  is  no  time  but  NOW,  yet  this  opportunity  is  already,  is  always,  is  from  moment-to 
moment. 

Mexico  Friends  General  Meeting 


Corinne  Hernandez 

Mexican  Friends  held  their  16th  General  Meet- 
ing February  3-5,  1979,  in  Mexico  City.  We  felt 
warmed  by  the  presence  of  Friends  from  all  parts 
of  Mexico,  as  well  as  from  other  countries  such  as 
Guatemala  and  the  United  States.  We  represented 
programmed  and  unprogrammed  meetings.  As  we 
shared  worship,  study,  meals,  and  recreation  we 
were  drawn  together  in  unity.  All  of  us  are  con- 
cerned for  the  great  problems  we  live  with  in  Mexico 
and  we  are  all  aware  that,  although  some  of  them 
seem  to  be  insurmountable,  only  by  minding  the 
light  will  we  find  the  way. 


We  haven’t  enough  young  Friends  for  them  to 
have  their  own  meeting,  so  they  enriched  the  Gen- 
eral Meeting  by  participating  fully  in  it. 

A small  group  of  very  young  children  were 
too  young  to  have  much  of  a program,  but  there 
were  some  excursions  and  quiet  times  provided 
for  them,  and  they  shared  meals  with  the  adults. 
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The  Return  of  the  Draft 

Paul  Jolly 

Strawberry  Creek  Preparative  Meeting 

Jesus  answered,  “My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world; 
if  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my 
servants  fight  ...”  John  18:36 

It  is  very  possible  that  the  Selective  Service  Sys- 
tem will  come  back  to  life  in  the  next  year,  maybe 
even  in  the  next  six  months.  In  this  reincarnation, 
it  could  require  the  registration  of  16  year  olds,  and 
may  want  women  as  well  as  men.  Although  most 
present  plans  do  not  include  induction,  it  cannot 
be  far  away.  The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  recom- 
mended that  registration  for  the  draft  be  reinstated 
as  a precaution  against  national  emergencies,  and 
also  to  stimulate  enlistments.  The  Congressional 
Budget  Office  recommended  that  the  Privacy  Act 
by  waived  for  the  Selective  Service  System,  so 
that  it  would  have  access  to  drivers’  license  files, 
voter  registration  records,  or  any  other  public 
records.  If  this  happened,  people  would  be  regis- 
tered automatically  and  without  their  knowledge. 
The  Department  of  Defence  asked  that  young  peo- 
ple be  required  to  register,  to  be  classified,  and  to 
be  given  pre-enlistment  physicals  and  military  apti- 
tude tests.  All  of  this  is  to  bring  us  closer  to  readi- 
ness for  war  and  to  boost  enlistments. 

Congress  also  seems  to  be  interested  in  bringing 
the  monster  back  to  its  feet.  On  January  15,  the 
first  day  of  the  new  Congressional  session,  Rep. 
Charles  Bennett  (D-FL),  introduced  House  Resolu- 
tion 23,  a bill  which,  if  passed,  would  require  the 
SSS  to  start  registration  by  October  of  this  year. 

The  Montgomery  Draft  Bill  proposes  to  begin  in- 
ducting young  men  and  women:  1 00,000  to 
200,000  each  year.  HR  2206,  presented  by  Rep. 
Paul  McCloskey  (R-CA),  offers  both  a military  and 
a civilian  work  option,  with  educational  benefits 
for  those  who  choose  the  armed  forces.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  there  are  four  other  bills  suggesting 
ways  to  renovate  registration. 

In  spite  of  the  tight  Federal  budget  for  Fiscal 
Year  79  and  80,  there  is  money  available  to  resume 
the  registration  system.  President  Carter  has  asked 
for  a $1.7  million  supplement  to  the  FY  1979 
allotment  for  the  SSS,  which  was  already  $7,045 
million.  He  also  asked  for  $9.8  million  for  FY  1980. 
This  is  probably  sufficient  to  renovate  the  computer 
system  and  begin  inducting  people  again. 


Although  they  have  been  hidden  from  the  public, 
plans  for  SSS  restoration  have  been  in  formulation 
for  a long  time.  In  fact,  the  planning  started  as  the 
result  of  an  Emergency  Manpower  Mobilization 
report  issued  by  the  Department  of  Defense  in 
October  of  1977.  This  report  calls  for  100  000 
soldiers  within  60  days  of  a Pentagon  declaration, 
and  650,000  soldiers  within  180  days.  This  is  a 
tremendous  increase  over  the  last  Department  of 
Defense  time-table.  It  is  based  on  the  assumption 
that  in  the  first  two  months  of  a war  in  Europe, 
there  will  be  a half  million  American  casualties. 

The  Pentagon  is  concerned  about  not  having 
enough  young  men  (and  women?)  to  deliver  to  the 
radioactive  remains  of  Europe. 

There  is,  obviously,  a big  push  to  reinstate  draft 
registration  from  several  areas  of  the  government. 

It  is  very  important  to  write  to  Congress  and  to 
President  Carter,  letting  them  know  how  you  feel 
about  this  critical  issue.  It  is  important  for  them  to 
get  a lot  of  mail  about  this. 

Another  important  thing  that  everyone  can  do  is 
to  notify  young  people  of  this  potential  threat  to 
their  liberty  and  conscience.  All  Friends  and 
others  between  the  ages  of  16  - 26  should  consider 
how  to  respond  to  the  call  for  registration  and  to 
prepare  documentation  of  their  pacifist  convictions. 
This  is  to  insure  that  if  induction  is  resumed,  there 
will  be  no  question  of  their  sincerity,  and  they  will 
not  be  rushed.  The  PYM’s  Young  Friends  Peace 
and  Social  Action  Committee  has  prepared  an  in- 
formation packet  about  the  draft  and  conscientious 
objection.  Copies  can  be  obtained  by  writing 
Bonnie  Wells,  160  Lexington  Lane,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 
92626. 

For  concerned  Friends  who  wish  to  join  an  active 
group  opposing  the  draft  and  militarism,  there  are 
several  possibilities  on  the  West  Coast.  A sketchy 
list  follows: 

Seattle  Military  and  Draft  Counseling  Center, 

1514  NE  45th  St.,  Seattle,  WA  98105.  Call 
between  9 - 5 Mon  - Fri  (206)  525-0300. 

Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned,  1414  Kincaid, 

Eugene,  OR  97401.  Doug  Palmer.  Following 
legislation  about  draft  and  preparing  information. 
Also  working  on  a massive  campaign  to  register 
conscientious  objectors. 

Portland  Military  Counselors,  633  Montgomery  St., 
Portland,  OR  97201 . Offers  counseling  for  people 
considering  joining  the  armed  forces. 
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Central  Committee  for  Conscientious  Objectors / 
Western  Region,  1251  Second  Ave.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94122.  Steve  Huston.  A good  source  of  infor- 
mation; offers  counseling  to  people  in  the  military 
who  want  to  get  out. 

Resist  the  Draft  Network  (c/o  Helen  Michalowski; 
see  below)  A broad  coalition  of  individuals  and 
groups  working  against  the  draft.  Task  forces 
active  in  the  following  areas:  Draft  Counseling, 

High  Schools,  College  and  Universities,  Nonviolent 
Direct  Action,  Media  Outreach,  Legislation,  and 
Resources. 

War  Resisters  League /Western  Region,  1360  Howard 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103.  Helen  Michalowski 
(415)  626-6976.  Counter  recruitment  and  draft 
resistance  work;  women  in  the  military. 

American  Friends  Service  Committee /South-West 
Regional  Office,  960  Fair  Oaks  St.,  Pasadena,  CA 
91 103.  Woody  Schwartz.  Working  against  military 
infiltration  of  schools. 

Friends  Committee  on  Legislation,  2160  Lake  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 ; and  984  N.  Fair  Oaks, 
Pasadena,  CA  91 103.  “Draft  Bulletin”  can  be 
obtained  at  these  offices;  contains  latest  legisla- 
tion information. 

All  of  these  groups  need  our  support  in  the  good 
work  they  are  doing.  If  there  is  no  organization  in 
your  region  working  on  your  concern,  do  it  your- 
self and  find  people  to  help  you.  “Cast  your  whole 
vote,  not  a strip  of  paper  merely,  but  your  whole 
influence.  A minority  is  powerless  while  it  con- 
forms to  the  majority;  it  is  not  even  a minority 
then;  but  it  is  irresistible  when  it  clogs  by  its  whole 
weight.”  Henry  David  Thoreau,  “On  the  Duty  of 
Civil  Disobedience.” 

Announcement 

PYM’s  Young  Friends’  Peace  and  Social  Action 
Committee  is  coordinating  a gathering  of  young 
Friends  in  Berkeley  on  the  evening  of  May  4th. 

We  will  play  games  and  spend  the  night  in  the 
Berkeley  meeting  house  or  local  churches.  On  the 
morning  of  May  5th,  after  a meeting  for  worship, 
we  will  drive  together  out  to  Livermore  to  partici- 
pate in  a demonstration  at  the  Lawrence  Livermore 
Lab.  We  will  invite  youth  groups  of  other  churches 
to  join  us.  Although  the  focus  is  on  people  age 
15-30,  all  are  welcome.  Call  Paul  Jolly  for  more 
information  (415)  531-6551. 


Statement  on  the  Draft 

Paul  Seaver 

Peace  and  Social  Action  Committee 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Congress  has  or  will  shortly  have  before  it  a vari- 
ety of  bills  calling  for  the  resumption  of  Selective 
Service  registration  and  a peace  time  military  draft, 
and  for  the  creation  of  a system  of  involuntary 
National  Service,  encompassing  both  civilian  and 
military  service,  which  is  to  be  required  of  all  young 
American  men  and  women.  Although  the  various 
measures  differ  in  detail,  all  are  premised  on  the 
assumption  that  compulsion  is  necessary.  As  mem- 
bers of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  we  oppose 
all  of  these  measures  and  urge  their  defeat. 

More  than  three  hundred  years  ago  Friends 
stated  that  “we  utterly  deny  all  outward  wars  and 
strife  ...  for  any  end,  or  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever; this  is  our  testimony  to  the  whole  world.  The 
spirit  of  Christ  by  which  we  are  guided,  is  not 

ever;  this  is  our  testimony  to  the  whole  world.  The 
Spirit  of  Christ  by  which  we  are  guided,  is  not 
changeable,  so  as  once  to  command  us  from  a thing 
as  evil,  and  again  to  move  us  unto  it;  and  we  cer- 
tainly know,  and  testify  to  the  world,  that  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  which  leads  us  unto  all  truth,  will  never 
move  us  to  fight  and  war  against  any  man  with 
outward  weapons,  neither  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ,  or  for  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ... 
Therefore  we  cannot  learn  war  any  more.”  Early 
Friends  so  testified  in  1660;  it  is  still  our  testimony 
today. 

The  Gospel  which  commands  us  to  love  our 
enemies  made  no  exception  for  the  enemies  of 
the  state,  nor  are  we  enjoined  to  love  our  enemies 
only  if  they  will  love  us  in  return  or  forbear  to  do 
us  injury.  Friends  believe  that  all  possess  the 
divine  spark,  the  Light  Within.  We  experience  this 
inner  light  as  the  source  of  divine  compulsion  upon 
our  consciences.  We  recognize  that  this  common 
experience  of  divine  compulsion  not  only  makes 
us  all  children  of  a common  Divinity,  but  also 
gives  to  all  of  us,  no  matter  how  evil  our  actions  or 
intentions,  the  possibility  of  redemption;  our  enemy 
may  become  our  friend;  we  who  hate  and  fear  may 
learn  to  accept  and  love. 

If  killing  one’s  enemies  is  contrary  to  the  Gospel 
of  love  and  to  our  common  humanity,  so  must  be 
preparations  to  do  so.  Registration,  conscription, 
and  national  service  are  not  ends  in  themselves  but 
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means  to  mobilize  armies.  Registration  and  con- 
scription are  called  for  because  only  such  compul- 
sion can  provide  the  means  necessary  for  the  rapid 
mobilization  of  military  personnel  anticipated  to 
be  needed  in  the  face  of  the  large  number  of  casu- 
alties that  are  expected  to  follow  the  outbreak  of 
war.  National  Service  is  urged  on  us,  because  it  is 
recognized  that  where  freedom  of  choice  exists,  no 
“reasonable”  young  person  will  enlist  in  a military 
service.  If  the  Spirit  of  Christ  “will  never  move  us 
to  ...  war  against  any  man,”  we  cannot,  as  the  early 
Friends  said,  “learn  war  any  more,”  and  if  we 
should  not  learn  war,  we  cannot  in  good  conscience 
cooperate  with  systems  and  institutions  which  are 
created  to  mobilize  armies  for  that  purpose. 

The  passage  of  such  legislation,  the  use  of  con- 
scription or  compulsory  national  service  to  compel 
people  to  actions  which  violate  their  consciences, 
has  traditionally  led  to  civil  disobedience.  We  rec- 
ognize that  civil  disobedience,  even  under  divine 
compulsion,  threatens  the  internal  order  of  the 
community  and  nation,  but  where  the  choice  may 
be  between  participation  or  complicity  in  evil  acts 
or  civil  disobedience,  all  people  of  conscience  are 
surely  called  to  disobey;  the  example  of  Nazi  Ger- 
many is  still  too  recent  to  make  any  other  choice 
morally  tenable.  Further,  we  must  also  ask  whether 
conscription  in  any  form  is  not  in  itself  a threat  to 
the  very  free  society  on  which  our  nation  was 
founded.  Our  nation  was  created  to  make  possible 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  We  must 
ask,  as  did  Daniel  Webster  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate on  conscription  in  Congress  in  1814,  whether 
such  a power  of  conscription  is  “consistent  with 
the  character  of  a free  government.”  As  Webster 
said,  “The  Question  is  nothing  less  than  whether 
the  most  essential  rights  of  personal  liberty  shall  be 
surrendered  and  despotism  embraced  in  its  worst 
form...  Who  will  show  me  any  constitutional  injunc- 
tion, which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  American  peo- 
ple to  surrender  everything  valuable  in  life  ...  when- 
ever the  purposes  of  an  ambitious  and  mischievous 
government  may  require  it?”  When  a government 
ceases  to  be  a servant  of  the  people  and  seeks  to  be- 
come their  master,  when  the  State  ceases  to  exist 
for  the  citizen  and  demands  that  the  citizen  exist 
only  for  the  purposes  of  the  State,  all  who  love 
freedom  must  surely  oppose  it.  Our  recent  history 
of  military  adventurism  should  warn  us  that  surren- 
der to  such  forces  not  only  jeopardizes  our  own 
lives  and  liberties,  but  those  of  others  as  well. 

Finally,  such  measures  must  be  opposed  because 


they  stand  in  the  way  of  our  seeking  a just  order 
and  a peaceful  world.  The  great  need  in  our  time  is 
for  disarmament,  not  a further  escalation  of  the  arms 
race.  As  the  late  Pope  John  noted  in  his  encyclical, 
Pacem  in  Terris , “people  live  in  constant  fear  lest 
the  storm  that  every  moment  threatens  should 
break  upon  them  with  dreadful  violence.  And  with 
good  reason,  for  the  arms  of  war  are  ready  at  hand.” 
But  he  also  wrote,  “Peace  will  be  but  an  empty- 
sounding  word  unless  it  is  based  on  ...  an  order 
founded  on  truth,  built  according  to  justice,  vivi- 
fied and  integrated  by  charity,  and  put  into  practice 
in  freedom.”  This,  not  war-making,  is  surely  the 
work  our  times  summon  us  all  to  engage  in:  The 
creation  of  a moral  order  based  on  justice,  where 
all  can  live  in  peace. 


Letter 


Dear  Friends, 

Why  are  we  paying  income  taxes  to  the  State  of 
California?  It  used  to  seem  to  me  that  paying 
income  taxes  to  the  State  was  morally  unobjection- 
able ; while  it  was  certain  that  the  primary  business 
of  the  federal  government  was  the  military,  that  is, 
the  making  of  war  and  the  preparation  for  war,  it 
looked  like  the  business  of  the  State  was  morally 
neutral.  But  now  it  has  become  clear  to  me  that 
the  business  of  the  State  is  involved  in  matters 
which  are  equally  immoral  and  inhumane,  and  that 
it  is  equally  our  obligation  to  refuse  to  pay  State 
income  taxes.  The  primary  reasons  for  this  are: 
the  State  operates  a brutal  and  inhumane  prison 
system;  it  operates  a discriminatory  and  manipula- 
ted judicial  system;  it  protects  the  interests  of  the 
rich  against  the  poor  and  needy;  and  most  repug- 
nant, it  executes  and  is  ready  to  execute  people  in 
the  gas  chamber.  By  paying  State  income  taxes  we 
are  supporting  all  these  actions  by  the  State. 

Therefore,  I also  urge  everyone  to  refuse  to  sup- 
port the  State  through  income  tax  payment,  so  long 
as  these  offenses  against  humanity  persist  and 
“stink  in  the  nostrils  of  God,”  as  Shaw  has  so  elo- 
quently put  it. 

John  Fitz 

Berkeley  Meeting 
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India  Journal  II 

Mark  Shepard 

Near  Triandrum,  Kerala 

February  1,  1979 

After  visiting  the  Chipko  Movement  in  the  Uttar- 
akhand, I proceeded  to  Agrindus  Institute,  a rural 
development  project  in  northern  India,  about  a 
day’s  train  journey  east  of  Delhi.  It  is  located  in  a 
region  of  Adivases,  the  tribal  aborigines  of  India, 
who  have  avoided  absorption  into  Hindu  culture 
for  4,000  years.  Recently,  the  advent  of  “develop- 
ment” in  their  area  has  resulted  in  extreme  hard- 
ship, due  to  exploitation  of  the  forest,  oppression 
by  local  officials,  etc.  In  the  1960’s,  the  area  was 
experiencing  famine  every  other  year. 

Agrindus  Institute  represents  an  up-and-coming 
approach  to  rural  development  that  has  succeeded 
where  so  many  other  methods  have  failed.  One  of 
the  principles  of  this  approach  is  that  development 
must  be  comprehensive  and  integral;  that  is,  all 
aspects  of  village  life  --  social,  political,  and  econ- 
omic --  must  be  dealt  with  simultaneously  if  any 
deep,  lasting  effect  is  to  be  produced.  Another 
major  feature  is  that  the  villagers  as  a community 
are  actively  involved  in  the  process,  both  in  planning, 
and  implementation.  All  money  injected  into  the 
program  is  distributed  as  loans,  rather  than  grants, 
and  invested  in  such  a way  that  the  recipients  will 
be  able  to  pay  back  the  loan  from  their  enhanced 
earnings  within  a very  short  time  --  generally  a 
year.  In  this  way  a revolving  fund  is  created  that 
becomes  a permanent  fund  for  development. 

One  of  the  most  significant  aspects  of  the  Agrin- 
dus approach  is  its  organizational  structure.  The 
“hub”  of  Agrindus  is  a large  demonstration  farm, 
which  serves  as  a model  of  the  advanced  agricul- 
tural techniques  they  are  promoting,  as  well  as  a 
training  center  for  village  youths  in  various  func- 
tions necessary  for  the  area’s  development.  Out- 
reach into  the  villages  themselves,  however,  is 
accomplished  mainly  by  the  Agrindus  “sub- 
centers,” each  of  which  serves  a “pocket”  of  15 
to  20  villages.  Approximately  1 50  villages  are 
covered  by  this  plan  (eventually  to  be  expanded  to 
400).  This  structure  combines  the  resources  of  a 
large  organization  with  the  direct  contact  possible 
in  a small  one,  and  is  perhaps  the  main  key  to  the 
Agrindus  success.  And  the  success  has  been  impres- 
sive --  the  Agrindus  plans  generally  exceed  their  tar- 
gets, something  very  rare  indeed  in  India. 

After  Agrindus  I travelled  to  central  India  for 


the  Asian  Seminar  on  Training  for  Nonviolent  Direct 
Action,  which  was  attended  mostly  by  Indians,  plus 
some  delegates  from  other  poor  and/or  repressed 
Asian  countries.  Two  of  the  main  “resource  people” 
were  Berit  Lakey  and  David  Albert  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Life  Center  (Movement  for  a New  Society). 

It  was  interesting  to  watch  the  interplay  between 
the  “Indian  style”  of  nonviolence  --  intuitive,  spiritu- 
ally-based - and  the  “American  style”  --  hard-hitting 
and  systematic. 

During  the  two  weeks  of  the  Seminar  we  visited 
various  more-or-less  Gandhian  educational  institu- 
tions in  Gujarat  state;  the  Open  Court  of  Harivallabh 
Parikh,  a people’s  institution  that  tries  local  cases 
from  divorce  up  to  murder,  all  outside  the  govern- 
ment’s judicial  system;  and  Sabamarti  and  Sevagram 
Ashrams,  the  two  major  homes  of  Gandhi  in  India. 
While  at  Sevagram,  we  made  a quick  visit  to  Vinoba’s 
ashram  nearby.  When  he  learned  I was  a Quaker,  he 
took  my  hand,  shook  it  wildly,  then  said  with  a 
straight  face,  “Quaker.”  Then  he  held  my  hand 
steady,  and  said,  “Not  Quaker.”  He  also  told  us 
that  the  Sanskrit  word  for  “shake,”  “vipra,”  also 
means  “wisdom.” 

While  I was  attending  the  Asian  Seminar  I was 
pleased  to  continue  my  acquaintance  with  Narayan 
Desai,  whom  I had  met  earlier  in  Delhi  and 
again  in  Benares  (on  my  way  back  from  Agrindus). 
Narayan  is  one  of  the  chief  Gandhians  living  today, 
and  also  happens  to  be  one  of  the  finest  human 
beings  I have  ever  met.  For  about  15  years  he  was 
largely  in  charge  of  Shanti  Sena,  the  Indian  Peace 
Army.  This  group  works  to  stop  actual  or  potential 
riots  (which  in  India  are  numerous  and  devastating) 
through  nonviolent  direct  action,  including  reconci- 
liation, rumor-fighting,  and  actual  physical  inter- 
vention --  placing  their  bodies  between  the  oppos- 
ing sides.  They  have  been  successful  occasionally 
in  preventing  the  advent  of  riots,  and  have 
achieved  even  greater  success  in  bringing  riots  to  a 
speedy  end  and  reestablishing  peaceful  relations. 
(Does  this  sound  Hike  a type  of  work  particularly 
suited  to  Quakers?) 

From  mid-December  to  mid-January  I was  in 
Delhi,  working  on  the  rough  draft  of  my  book; 
then  I was  off  again,  this  time  to  Kerala  in 
southern  India.  Within  two  days  on  the  train  I 
moved  from  winter  cold  (without  heaters)  to  trop- 
ical heat. 

My  first  stop  in  Kerala  was  Navodaya  Danagram 
- “New  Age  Gift- Village.”  This  community  is  the 
personal  project  of  Radhakrishna  Menon,  a 
wiry  school-master  of  55.  Starting  20  years  ago 
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with  19  destitute  Harijan  (untouchable)  families 
settled  on  donated  land,  the  village  has  expanded 
into  a mixed  community,  impressive  in  its  economic 
development,  industriousness,  social  cohesion,  and 
pride.  Danagram  is  one  of  the  prime  successes  of 
the  Bhoodan/Gramdan  movement. 

Radhakrishna  has  also  been  very  much  involved 
with  Gandhi’s  “Nai  Talim”  --  “New”  or  “Basic 
Education.”  Nai  Talim  is  based  on  the  principle 
that  the  way  to  a child’s  mind  and  soul  is  through 
the  hands  --  children  learn  best  when  their  education 
is  based  on  productive  manual  labor.  This  does 
not  involve  merely  the  learning  of  a craft;  the 
craft  becomes  a springboard  for  all  other  useful 
knowledge.  The  teaching  of  cotton  hand-spinning, 
for  instance,  can  be  made  to  incorporate  arithmetic 
(for  figuring  the  statistics  of  production), 
geometry  and  mechanics  (the  construction  of  the 
spinning  wheel),  drawing,  history  and  geography 
(as  related  to  the  growing  of  cotton  and  other 
fibers,  costumes,  etc.),  and  so  on. 

For  an  imaginative  teacher,  there  is  no  limit  to 
how  far  this  can  be  extended.  And  because  this 
knowledge  is  related  to  daily  activity,  it  remains 
fresh  and  interesting  to  the  child.  Moreover,  it 
makes  use  of  the  tremendous  physical  energy  of 
the  child,  rather  than  suppressing  it.  It  also  devel- 
ops the  character  traits  natural  to  a life  of  manual 
labor  - steadiness,  self-reliance,  confidence,  respon- 
sibility, cooperation. 

There  is  another  difference  in  Gandhi’s  approach 
to  that  of  other  educators:  craft  is  treated  not 
merely  as  an  educational  device, but  as  an  actual 
training  for  life.  Gandhi  believed  that  most  of  the 
oppression  of  the  world  could  be  traced  to  the 
division  between  manual  and  non-manual  labor, 
since  those  refraining  from  manual  labor  were  in 
effect  loading  their  share  of  the  responsibility  onto 
the  backs  of  others.  In  a nonviolent  society,  there- 
fore, all  or  nearly  all  would  have  to  do  at  least 
enough  manual  labor  to  provide  for  life’s  necessi- 
ties. This  was  the  concept  of  “bread  labor.”  (John 
Woolman’s  analysis  of  economic  oppression  was  sur- 
prisingly similar.)  Nai  Talim  is  a way  of  rearing 
children  into  a life  of  dignified  manual  labor,  and 
is  thereby  meant  to  be  the  basis  of  a new  society. 

Radhakrishna  began  a basic  primary  school  soon 
after  Independence  (1947).  In  the  1950’s  the 
Indian  government  officially  promoted  Nai  Talim  for 
its  schools,  and  Radhakrishna  started  a teachers 
training  college  to  serve  his  area.  As  the  children 
of  the  primary  school  grew  up,  it  was  converted  to 
a high  school.  At  the  end  of  the  50’s,  however, 


resistance  from  various  quarters  (including  ambi- 
tious parents),  led  to  the  death  of  Nai  Talim.  At 
that  time  Radhakrishna  was  forced  to  institute  a 
standard  curriculum  in  the  high  school,  but  he  has 
retained  the  most  important  Nai  Talim  practices  as 
extra-curricular.  Since  the  students  enjoy  these 
activities  more  than  the  normal  schoolwork,  they 
are  more  than  willing  to  spend  extra  time  on  them, 
often  coming  in  to  school  on  their  days  off. 

The  major  craft  being  taught  to  the  students  now 
is  agriculture.  In  addition,  an  elaborate  student 
government  has  evolved.  Unlike  in  the  West,  where 
such  student  bodies  have  a sharply  restricted  range 
of  authority,  Radhakrishna ’s  students  have  a large 
degree  of  responsibility  in  the  basic  functioning  of 
the  school.  Maintenance  of  the  grounds,  settling  of 
disputes,  purchasing  of  equipment,  management  of 
the  school  library,  bank,  and  cooperative  store  -- 
all  these  are  the  common  concerns  of  students  and 
staff,  with  the  students  often  taking  the  initiative. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  a student  to  confront  a 
teacher  in  the  School  Parliament  for  the  non- 
fulfillment of  a promise,  for  example.  The  result 
of  this  arrangement  is  that  the  students  feel  an  inter- 
est in  the  proper  functioning  of  the  school  --  disci- 
pline problems,  rampant  in  most  other  Indian 
schools,  are  here  nearly  non-existent. 

Besides  the  many  fascinating  things  Eve  learned 
relevant  to  my  book,  I’ve  also  learned  much  that 
will  be  personally  valuable.  At  Agrindus,  for  exam- 
ple, I was  particularly  impressed  by  the  need  for 
an  “integrated”  approach  to  the  problems  of 
society.  In  terms  of  my  work  as  a Simple  Living 
“trainer,”  it  became  clear  to  me  that  little  will 
be  accomplished,  for  example,  by  getting  people 
to  bake  their  own  bread  while  living  in  the  city  - 
the  wheat  is  still  being  produced  and  sold  to  them 
by  multinational  corporations.  Simple  living  can 
only  become  meaningful  if  it  entails  a complete 
transformation  of  lifestyle,  an  uprooting  from 
the  industrial  society  that  holds  us  captive,  and  a 
replanting  in  the  soil  of  a new  culture  based  on 
nonviolence  and  harmony  with  Nature.  To  me,  in 
our  present  situation,  this  can  only  mean  life  in  a 
village  community  with  an  economy  grounded  in 
agriculture  and  handcrafts.  At  least  some  of  us 
must  be  willing  to  build  an  alternative  model  that 
bears  an  absolute  minimum  of  compromise. 

At  the  Asian  Seminar  I began  learning  something 
else  that  has  become  increasingly  important  to  me: 
hand-spinning.  (I  was  privileged  to  have  Narayan 
Desai  as  my  “spinning  guru.”)  I have  been  com- 
pletely taken  by  it  --  it  is  pure  magic  to  watch  the 

(continued  on  page  118) 


PAGE  118  - APRIL,  1979 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(India  Journal: cont.  from  page  117) 
thread  being  drawn  from  a mass  of  loose  cotton 
fibers,  to  feel  the  turn  of  the  wheel.  At  some  point 
after  my  return,  I hope  to  start  manufacturing 
spinning  wheels,  looms,  and  related  equipment, 
and  introduce  my  friends  to  the  magic  of  textile 
handcrafts.  For  those  who  know  me,  it  will  be 
enough  to  say  that  the  spinning  wheel  is  taking  the 
place  of  the  flute  in  my  life. 

I will  soon  be  returning  to  Delhi  to  spend  another 
month  writing.  In  mid-March  I will  leave  India  and 
visit  the  Ark,  a Gandhian  village  community  in  south- 
ern France.  I hope  to  spend  most  of  June  in  the 
Philadelphia  Life  Center,  and  then  return  home  in 
time  to  join  many  of  you  for  the  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  For  those  who  wish  to  contact  me,  my 
address  in  April  will  be:  La  Communaute  de  P Arche, 
34.260  le  Bousquet  d’Orb,  FRANCE.  After  that, 
write  me  c/o  Lillian  Gurenson,  35  Willard  Ct.,  No.  7, 
Oberlin,  OH  44074.  (I  will  reach  there  sometime  in 
May.) 

PYM  Representative  Committee  Notes 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  was  host  to  Representative 
Committee. 

Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  raised  several 
questions  for  Friends  to  consider  before  this  Yearly 
Meeting: 

How  well  do  we  love  one  another?  M & O heard 
these  comments  at  last  Yearly  Meeting:  Some 
Friends  are  too  Christian.  Some  are  not  Christian 
enough.  Some  are  too  staid.  Others  are  too 
emotional. 

Do  we  stereotype  Young  Friends?  Do  they  stereo- 
type themselves?  La  Jolla  and  Delta  Meetings  have 
asked  if  membership  should  be  offered  at  age  21  or 
in  early  adolescence? 

How  well  do  we  respond  to  that  of  God  in  each 
other?  Can  we  hear  what  someone  is  saying  NOW 
or  are  we  deafened  by  preconceptions  of  that 
individual?  We  are  not  alike.  We  suffer  and  we 
grow.  The  unrealized  potential  in  us  - can  we  meet 
that  in  each  other? 

On  marriage:  Can  our  Meetings  help  their  mem- 
bers in  relationships  of  trust  and  change,  permitting 
growth?  The  right  use  of  Clearness  Committees 
may  be  helpful  in  this. 

Meetings  for  Business:  Is  the  Divine  Light 
manifest  in  our  Meetings  for  Business?  Much  dis- 
cussion and  writing  has  been  done  on  this  ques- 
tion in  many  Meetings  since  last  Yearly  Meeting. 

Care  of  Meetings:  Representative  Committee 


approved  the  recommendation  of  M & 0 that  we 
accept  University  Meeting’s  decision  to  withdraw 
from  PYM  membership. 

Scheduling  of  PYM:  M & 0 has  looked  at  the 
Yearly  Meeting  schedule  from  many  different  points 
of  view,  and  feels  we  need  to  be  innovative  in  making 
changes.  A committee  has  been  appointed  to  work 
with  the  clerk  of  Yearly  Meeting  on  scheduling. 
Members  of  this  committee  are  the  assistant  clerk, 
Clerk  of  M & 0,  Marie  Schutz  and  Asenath  Young. 
The  Clerk  would  like  responses  and  points  of  view 
on  scheduling  from  representatives  and  Meetings 
in  written  form. 

Nominating  Committee:  Paul  Niebanck,  Santa 
Cruz  Meeting,  was  approved  as  Recording  Clerk  for 
this  Yearly  Meeting,  since  Barbara  Perry  will  be  in 
Switzerland  at  the  FWCC  Trienniel.  Sheila  Moran 
was  approved  as  assistant  to  the  Registrar,  Lonnie 
Harvey. 

Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee:  Meetings  are 
urged  to  promote  sales  of  Margaret  Simpkins  book, 
Letters  from  Sechwan.  Only  one  half  of  them  have 
been  sold  thus  far.  The  committee  is  concerned  to 
make  contacts  with  Friends  in  China  now  that  it 
is  possible  and  is  in  correspondence  with  several 
Friends  who  have  been  in  China  recently.  Corres- 
pondence is  also  underway  to  find  what  we  might 
do  to  be  useful  to  the  Boat  People  refugees.  The 
committee  is  looking  actively  for  a couple  or  one 
Friend  to  serve  as  Friend-in-the -Orient  to  Seoul, 
Korea.  Sang  dal  Cha  of  Los  Angeles  Meeting  is  plan- 
ning to  visit  Korea  in  April  or  May  and  will  go  as 
the  Friend-in-the-Orient  for  that  brief  time. 

Statistical  Clerk’s  Report:  By  June  1 John 
Draper  needs  up-to-date  lists  of  all  adult  members 
of  Meetings,  including  a notation  of  all  changes  in 
membership  as  well  as  the  names  of  all  transfers  to 
other  Meetings  and  the  names  of  the  Meetings 
receiving  the  transferred  members. 

Arrangements  Committee  Report:  Walter  Jones, 
Clerk,  has  been  negotiating  with  Craig  Hall  in 
Chico  who  reports  that  they  are  improving  their 
air-conditioning  service.  Camping  is  allowable  on 
the  grounds  of  Craig  Hall  but  there  will  be  no  hook- 
ups provided  for  recreational  vehicles. 

Secretariat  at  PYM:  Anyone  interested  in  work- 
ing in  the  Secretariat  is  urged  to  contact  the  assist- 
ant clerk,  Micki  Graham,  since  we  need  to  train 
others  in  this  work. 

Treasurer’s  Report:  Monthly  Meetings  need  to 
be  reminded  that  they  should  send  their  quota  pay- 
ments to  the  treasurer  as  soon  as  possible,  since 
only  19%  of  these  funds  have  been  received  to  date. 
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A New  Focus 

Robert  Schutz,  Clerk 
PYM  Social  Order  Committee 

PYM  Social  Order  Committee  met  all  day  Janu- 
ary 27  in  San  Francisco  and  united  on  a few  new 
conclusions: 

1 . Forty  letters  from  forty  Meetings  are  up  to 
forty  times  as  impressive  as  one  letter  from  PYM. 

2.  Time  spent  editing  Yearly  Meeting  Minutes 

at  Plenary  Session  (for  possible  export  to  Presidents, 
Legislators,  and  the  Press)  is  unproductive,  irritating, 
and  destructive  of  the  Spirit. 

3.  Social  Order  Committee  will  build  its  Plenary 
Session  next  August  around  a different  kind  of  con- 
cern - one  that  will  involve  us  all  in  discovering  the 
religious  basis  of  our  social  concerns,  and  to  which 
(hopefully)  we  will  speak  from  our  leadings  of  the 
Light. 

Our  offering  of  theme  for  this  Session  is  quite 
specific.  It  is  the  proposal  that  Yearly  Meeting  set 
up  a sharing  fund  for  those  who  may  undertake 
actions  of  conscience  under  a Social  Order  or  Peace 
concern.  The  goal  suggested  is  $5,000,  contributions 
to  which  can  be  made  by  individuals  and  Meetings 
everywhere.  Requests  for  sharing  could  be  made 
only  by  Monthly  Meetings,  and  to  that  extent  at 
the  minimum  the  Monthly  Meeting  would  be  under 
the  weight  of  the  individual’s  concern.  PYM  over- 
seers would  have  no  discretion  over  the  content  of 
the  concern,  but  would  accept  requests  for  funds, 
tailor  grants  to  amounts  available  in  the  light  of 
other  requests,  and  account  for  all  operations  to 
PYM. 

In  offering  this  proposal,  the  Committee  does 
not  limit  its  scope  to  financial  consideration.  We 
hope  that  by  setting  up  this  specific  mechanism  of 
support  PYM  will  encourage  a family  feeling  of 
spiritual  and  emotional  backing  that  will  speak  to 
the  condition  of  all  Friends  and  attenders. 

We  have  not  closed  the  door  to  Meetings  and 
individuals  who  wish  to  submit  Minutes  for  the 
endorsement  of  other  Meetings  and  individuals. 

The  Social  Order  Committee  will  continue  to  be  a 
clearing  house  for  these  items.  We  will  accept  them, 
announce  them,  and  forward  them  if  you  wish. 

And  we  will  remind  you  that  Meetings  have  this 
same  power  to  forward  their  concerns  to  other  Meet- 
ings. We  will  also  continue  to  process  your  concerns 
for  Interest  Groups  at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  where 


all  of  us  can  participate  in  discussions  and  give  feed- 
back on  these  concerns.  Remember  that  it  is  wise 
to  propose  a leader  for  each  discussion  group  sug- 
gested to  the  Assistant  Clerk. 

The  remainder  of  this  report  will  summarize  very 
briefly  those  reports  that  have  come  thus  far  to  the 
Social  Order  Committee.  If  your  Meeting  or  Commit- 
tee would  like  any  of  these  full  reports,  send  your 
request  to  me  at  2014  Mission  Blvd.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95405,  and  I will  duplicate  it  for  you. 

1.  PYM  Social  Order  Committee:  An  Economic 
Bill  of  Rights.  Rights  to  jobs,  stable  wages  and  prices, 
and  a guaranteed  basic  needs  income. 

2.  Ellis  Colton,  FCL:  Humphrey-Hawkins  Full 
Employment  Bill. 

3.  Carl  Anderson:  Journal  of  Thomas  Scattergood. 
Go  as  the  Lord  leads  thee. 

4.  John  Draper:  1974  film  on  Apartheid. 

5.  Marloma  Meeting:  National  priorities,  Econ- 
omic conversion,  natural  resources,  military  research, 
World  Law,  and  criminal  justice. 

6.  Franklin  Zahn:  1974  Claremont  Meeting 
pamphlet  says  War  Spending  = High  Prices  + No 
Jobs. 

7.  Santa  Cruz  Meeting:  Anti-export  of  nuclear 
plant  to  the  Philippines,  anti-2nd  generation  Tri- 
dent, rent  and  property  price  stabilization,  world 
hunger,  skills  and  goods  sharing,  prison  visitation. 

8.  William  Vitarelli:  Down  with  the  System 

9.  Paul  Johnson:  Intense  partisanship  as  a 
guide  to  social  action;  double  standard  applied  to 
Government  and  persons. 

10.  Westwood  Meeting:  World  Hunger,  and  Bank- 
ing with  a Conscience. 

1 1 . John  Runnings:  Unilateral  Friendship  - an 
unauthorized  trip  to  Russia;  divide  the  jobs,  don’t 
multiply  them. 

12.  Mexico  City  Meeting:  Population,  unemploy- 
ment, migration  (rural  to  city  and  Mexico  to  US), 
shortage  of  farm  lands,  lack  of  educational  oppor- 
tunities, unequal  wealth  and  income,  graft  and  cor- 
ruption, political  repression,  unequal  application  of 
the  law,  waste  of  natural  resources,  contamination 
of  air,  water  and  soil. 

13.  Orange  Grove  Meeting:  We  have  discussed 
the  Economic  Bill  of  Rights  and  have  more  ques- 
tions than  consensus. 

14.  Jane  Peers:  We  need  long-term  goals  and  vi- 
sions, help  in  writing  for  the  media,  lists  of  helpers. 

15.  Alfred  Anderson:  The  Bill  of  Rights  does  not 
prevent  the  most  acquisitive  and  aggressive  among 
us  from  acquiring  the  bulk  of  our  common  heri- 
tage as  their  personal  property. 
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Book  Review 

CELEBRATIONS  OF  DISCIPLINE 
Richard  J.  Foster,  179  pp.,  Harper’s,  1978 

Mary  Millman 
Multnomah  Meeting 

This  review  is  written  unsolicited  without  having 
read  any  reviews  of  the  book,  but  out  of  my  own 
heart-response.  I literally  found  treasure  in  my  own 
backyard.  Richard  Foster  is  a Newberg  neighbor  a 
block  away.  His  book  acted  as  touchstone,  an  acid 
test  for  the  value  and  genuineness  of  everything  I 
had  been  doing. 

Feeling  a need  to  learn  better  how  to  serve  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee,  I have  been 
studying  and  meditating  on  a variety  of  religious 
writings.  Still  wrestling  with  my  deceased  Baptist 
minister-missionary  father  for  the  right  to  develop 
and  experience  my  own  faith  apart  from  Scriptural 
guidance,  I had  temporarily  dropped  reading  the 
Bible  and  found  insight  in  such  things  as  The  Mira- 
cle of  Mindfulness  by  Thich  Nhat  Hanh,  and  in  the 
mystical  experience  of  individuals  like  Meister 
Eckhart.  I still  do  not  find  congenial  the  use  of 
Scriptures  to  justify  all  actions.  However,  my  in- 
ward guide  kept  nagging  me  to  be  open  in  listening 
--  hardest  to  do  with  relatives  and  contemporaries, 
especially  those  who  come  from  the  same  family 
tree,  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
but  of  the  pastoral  variety.  Richard  Foster  is  one  of 
the  pastors  at  Newberg  Friends  Church. 

Another  reason  for  reading  this  book:  I have 
experienced  through  yoga  exercises  and  the  use  of 
imagination  and  focussed  attention  the  limbering 
and  healing  of  the  body.  Likewise  I am  convinced 
that  the  practice  of  certain  disciplines  can  make  me 
more  responsive  to  the  Light  Within  and  to  hearing 
the  guidance  that  comes  from  other  sources  out- 
side. I still  have  difficulty  distinguishing  between  my 
conscience  and  a direct  leading  from  the  Holy 
Spirit.  However,  I believe  the  real  sin  is  to  fail  to 
act  on  these  nudges  which,  in  turn,  will  open  up  to 
clear  leadings  ahead  or  be  blocked.  I find  “being 
present  where  one  is”  goes  much  better  when  I have 
practiced  dropping  lightly  my  anxieties,  my  habitual 
addictions  and  emotional  fears,  as  they  grab  and  dis- 
tract my  attention.  Clearing  a path  for  the  journey 
inward  makes  space  for  the  Light  Within  to  func- 
tion. This  is  why  it  makes  sense  to  me  to  celebrate 
disciplines  that  lead  to  the  “practice  of  Presence” 
and  to  guidance  on  the  form  and  direction  of  out- 


ward activity.. 

Foster’s  format  is  simple  and  clear:  Part  I covers 
the  inward  disciplines  of  meditation,  prayer,  fasting, 
and  study.  Part  II  - the  outward  disciplines  of  sim- 
plicity, solitude,  submission,  service.  Part  III  - the 
corporate  disciplines  of  confession,  worship,  guid- 
ance and  celebration.  Do  not  be  misled  by  this 
simplicity.  It  is  not  another  shallow  how-to-do 
book.  Nor  is  it  a string  of  classic  gems  lifted  from 
the  Bible  and  devotional  literature. 

Although  each  separate  discipline  draws  on 
classic  devotional  literature  including  our  own 
George  Fox,  John  Woolman,  Thomas  Kelly,  Douglas 
Steere  and  Rufus  Jones,  what  is  really  impressive 
to  me  is  Foster’s  original  expression  coming  out  of 
his  own  experience  and  meditation.  He  has  worked 
over,  leavened  and  kneaded  his  material,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  us  with  all  its  paradoxes  and  many- 
sidedness  in  such  a way  that  we  cannot  be  offended, 
even  if  our  inward  life  is  not  currently  comfortable 
with  the  Christian  idiom.  It  is  in  the  best  Quaker 
tradition  of  experiential  faith  and  Christian  practice, 
and  well  seasoned,  yet  written  by  a youthful  contem- 
porary Friend. 

A few  examples  of  what  I found  helpful: 

- the  listing  of  three  inner  attitudes  which  charac- 
terize freedom  from  anxiety  in  our  testimony  of 
simplicity 

- I liked  his  description  of  prayer  as  a learning 
process  in  which  one  is  free  “to  question, 
experiment,  even  to  fail”  and  the  use  of 
imagination  in  prayer  in  opening  the  door  to 
faith. 

- On  solitude: 

“One  reason  we  can  hardly  bear  to  remain 
silent  is  that  it  makes  us  feel  so  helpless. 

We  are  accustomed  to  managing  others  by 
words.  If  we  are  silent  who  will  take  control? 

God  will  take  control;  but  we  will  never  let 
Him  take  control  until  we  trust  Him.  Silence 
is  related  to  trust.” 

- The  chapter  on  the  discipline  of  service  distin- 
guishes between  self-righteous  service  and  true 
service: 

“True  service  can  withhold  the  service  as 
freely  as  perform  it.  It  can  listen  with  tender- 
ness and  patience  before  acting.  It  can  serve  by 
waiting  in  silence.” 

- And  in  considering  our  meetings  for  business 
and  meetings  for  clearness,  the  chapter  on  guid- 
ance as  a corporate  discipline  is  a brief  refresher 
course. 

I commend  this  volume  to  you. 
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News  of  the  Meetings 

Worship  and  Ministry:  Care  for  One  Another 

Retreat  times  nourish  Friends.  San  Francisco 
reports  a gathering  in  “music,  Silence  and  Nature.” 
Santa  Monica  held  a retreat  with  interest  groups 
and  discussion  on  “Whether  Meeting  is  living  up  to 
one’s  expectations,”  a day  set  in  a frame  of  silent 
worship.  Orange  Grove's  retreat  on  “Sources  of 
Joy”  combined  Quaker  dialogue  questions  (What 
was  your  first  memory  of  joy?  Have  you  had  any 
experiences  of  joy  that  followed  deep  sorrow?) 
with  games,  song,  and  shared  hobbies.  Berkeley 
scheduled  a retreat  on  “What  Does  It  Mean  to  Be  a 
Friend?”  Hayward  and  Delta  joined  for  potluck 
and  discussed  the  same  topic.  From  Santa  Barbara's 
State  of  the  Meeting  report:  “It  has  been  said  that 
when  the  student  is  ready,  the  teacher  will  appear. 

In  the  same  way  it  may  also  be  said  that  each 
condition  we  encounter  is  precisely  the  teacher 
we  need.  This  past  year  Santa  Barbara  Meeting’s 
teachers  have  been  new  harmony,  new  freedom  of 
growth,  and  occasional  strong  conflict.  Through 
dissension  we  have  been  brought  to  better  under- 
standing and  appreciation  of  the  strengths  and  vir- 
tues of  the  Quaker  process.  ...  One  of  the  most  sig- 
nificant changes  ...  has  been  that  many  of  those 
who  have  been  with  the  Meeting  since  its  founda- 
tion and  carried  the  weight  of  leadership  have  suc- 
cessfully encouraged  others  to  take  the  positions  of 
leadership  in  the  Meeting.  Their  counsel  and  warmth 
are  much  sought  after,  and  their  aid  and  presence 
strongly  felt  ...”  Davis  has  a group  of  Seekers  who 
meet  bi-weekly  for  worship  and  discussion  of 
Quaker  history  and  beliefs,  Quaker  structures, 
organization  and  practice.  Redwood  Forest 
invited  Humboldt  and  Mendocino  Worship  Groups 
for  an  April  weekend’s  sharing.  The  Palomar 
“Provider”  includes  a prayer  from  Peter  Marshall, 
“Lord,  when  we  are  wrong,  make  us  willing  to 
change.  And  when  we  are  right,  make  us  easy  to 
live  with.”  The  weekly  British  Friend  often  has 
columns  of  wit,  insight,  and  grace,  and  also  includes 
at  year’s  end  a holiday  listing  of  personal  “season’s 
greetings”  where  Friends  save  postage  and  paper, 
and  (perhaps)  reach  friends  who  might  be  left  out. 

Peace  and  Social  Concerns 

Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  is  exploring 
the  possibility  of  sponsoring  an  Indo-Chinese  refu- 


gee family.  Berkeley's  Tax  Refusal  Study  Group 
meets  weekly  through  mid- April.  Food  is  being 
collected  by  this  Meeting  for  striking  Farmworkers 
and  their  families.  Claremont  (and  other  Meetings) 
publicize  and  report  participation  in  the  boycott  of 
Nestle  products.  Marin's  Peace  and  Social  Order 
Committee  sponsored  a potluck-discussion  on 
“Prisoners  When  They  Leave  Prison,”  and  their 
newsletter  carries  Paul  Burks’  letter  from  San  Luis 
Obispo  County  Jail.  Eastside  sent  a letter  to 
monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups  concerning 
appropriations  for  prisons  and  alternatives  to  pri- 
son. Davis  contributed  to  a legal  defense  fund  for 
Bruce  and  Ruth  Graves,  Ann  Arbor  Friends  on  trial 
for  tax  resistance,  and  also  sent  letters  protesting 
possible  draft  registration  to  the  President,  Con- 
gress, and  the  local  press.  Palo  Alto  approved  an 
excellent  statement  on  measures  to  re-instate  the 
draft  or  national  service  which  is  printed  in  full  in 
this  issue.  Santa  Barbara  clerk  David  Stickney  is 
to  lead  a group  with  the  US-Vietnam  Friendship 
Association  of  Southern  California  to  Vietnam  in 
order  to  promote  American  initiative  in  establish- 
ing US-Vietnam  relationships.  A statement  from 
Hawaii's  Peace  and  Social  Order  Committee  calls 
on  Friends  “to  assume  responsibility  for  what 
their  money  is  doing.  Friends  in  conscience  cannot 
support  policies  that  promote  apartheid  in  South 
Africa  and  hunger  and  economic  oppression  in 
other  areas  of  the  world.  We  urge  all  Quakers  to 
examine  their  investments  and  those  of  their  banks 
and  to  open  dialogue  on  these  issues ...”  Phoenix 
Friends  “in  recognition  of  the  New  Call  to  Peace- 
making and  the  International  Year  of  the  Child, 
approved  ongoing  support  of  a cooperative  educa- 
tional project  in  the  form  of  a workshop  on  Chris- 
tian Response  to  Conflict,  under  the  regional 
auspices  of  the  Mennonites,  Friends  and  Church  of 
the  Brethren  ...  ” Will  and  Anna  Alexander,  San 
Luis  Obispo  Meeting,  have  been  visiting  meetings 
to  report  on  FWCC’s  Right  Sharing  efforts  and 
their  own  visits  to  five  projects,  and  Leonard  and 
Marcha  Dart,  Claremont  Meeting, 

their  own  visits  to  five  projects,  and  Leonard  and 
Martha  Dart,  Claremont  Meeting,  continue  their 
travels  with  slides  and  talk  on  spirituality  in  India. 
Whittier  First  Friends  Church  (where  PYM  received 
such  hospitable  welcome  last  year)  became  an 
emergency  relief  center  during  the  February  fire 
which  destroyed  Whittier’s  William  Penn  hotel. 

(continued  on  page  122) 
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(Meetings:  cont.  from  page  121) 

Education  and  Good  Order 

Strawberry  Creek's  March  newsletter  was  prepared 
by  the  children  of  the  Meeting,  and  includes  marvel- 
ous, energetic  drawings,  stories,  a puzzle,  two  calen- 
dars (one  through  the  eyes  of  a young  editor,  who 
notes  lots  of  birthdays!)  and  this  quotation  from 
Pablo  Casals  on  children:  “We  should  say  to  each 
of  them:  Do  you  know  what  you  are?  You  are  a 
marvel.  You  are  unique.  In  all  the  world  there  is 
no  other  child  exactly  like  you.  In  the  millions  of 
years  that  have  passed,  there  has  never  been  a child 
like  you.  And  look  at  your  body  --  what  a wonder 
it  is!  Your  legs,  your  arms,  your  cunning  fingers, 
the  way  you  move!  You  have  the  capacity  for  any- 
thing. Yes,  you  are  a marvel.  And  when  you  grow 
up,  can  you  then  harm  another  who  is,  like  you,  a 
marvel?  You  must  cherish  one  another.  You  must 
work  - we  must  all  work  --  to  make  this  world 
worthy  of  its  children.”  Santa  Monica  held  a mem- 
bers and  attenders  Arts  and  Crafts  show.  Berkeley 
had  a Family  Game  Night  when  favorite  games  were 
brought  and  shared,  with  prizes  to  turn  losers  into 
winners.  New  members  in  this  meeting  introduce 
themselves  by  way  of  writing  a paragraph  published 
in  the  newsletter.  Santa  Barbara’s  Membership  Com- 
mittee sponsored  four  gatherings  last  year  to  share 
feelings,  concerns,  experiences  and  information 
about  membership  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 
“Everyone  felt  safe  enough  to  let  go  of  fears  sur- 
rounding issues  of  commitment,  judgment  and  mem- 
bership. We  were  struck  by  the  diversity  of  back- 
ground, deeply-held  feelings,  and  appreciate  both; 
we  feel  we  ...  experienced  the  miracle  of  the  Spirit 
moving  among  us  ...  we  shared  and  cared  ...  We 
deeply  recognize  the  mutuality  of  the  membership 
commitment,  involving  the  individual  and  the  Meet- 
ing. We  recommend  continued  regular  discussions 
on  membership  within  the  entire  Meeting  commun- 
ity; training  for  potential  clearness  committee  mem- 
bers in  process,  sensitivity,  and  possible  approaches 
to  clarifying  issues;  that  the  composition  and  loca- 
tion of  the  meeting  of  the  clearness  committee  be 
decided  in  consultation  with  the  applicant;  that  in 
the  case  of  a well-known  attender  applying,  Over- 
sight Committee  function  as  a “committee  of  the 
whole”  ...  The  applicant  could  be  asked  if  he/she 
would  like  also  a “regular”  committee  ...  We  sug- 
gest that  withdrawals  also  be  discussed  with  a clear- 
ness committee.  In  either  application  to  join  or 
request  to  withdraw,  a mutual  commitment  is  in- 
volved; the  clearness  committee  might  routinely 


mention  the  matter  of  multiple  membership  to 
applicants.”  Delta  Friends  responded  to  the  second 
month  query  and  raised  another:  “Are  our  meet- 
ings ‘boring.?  ...  Meetings  for  Business  are  not  bor- 
ing, but  Business  Meetings  are.  The  “process”  of 
the  Meeting  for  Business  is  interesting.  It  can  be 
boring  if  I don’t  put  myself  into  it ...  Appreciation 
of  a Quaker  Meeting  --  no  manipulation  to  try  to 
take  over.  We  really  LISTEN  in  the  meetings.” 
Orange  Grove  Planned  a short  “Introduction  to 
Quaker  History”  series:  Quaker  Beginnings  in  the 
17th  Century,  Quietism  and  Culture  in  the  18th 
Century,  Dissent:  Division  in  the  19th  Century, 
and  Unification  and  Activism  in  the  20th  Century. 


Willamette  Quarterly  Retreat 

Pattiebuff  Bear 
Eugene  Monthly  Meeting 

Chapel-by-the-Sea,  Lincoln  City,  Oregon  was 
the  site  for  the  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting’s 
Winter  Retreat.  About  thirty-five  Friends  attended 
the  weekend  for  renewal,  discovery,  and  commun- 
ion. Focus  was  given  to  insights  inspired  by 
Douglas  Steere’s  pamphlet,  “On  Being  Present 
Where  You  Are.” 

This  year’s  retreat  was  a special  experience.  The 
format  called  for  much  silence  for  inward  reflec- 
tion. Aside  from  the  worship  sharing  groups,  Satur- 
day evening  singing,  and  the  Final  lunch,  we 
carried  the  silence  from  Friday  meeting  for  worship 
throughout  the  entire  weekend.  During  meals  volun- 
teers read  aloud  to  the  gathering. 

Friends  had  different  reactions  to  this  approach. 
Some  found  the  silence  burdensome;  others  needed 
more  time  for  visiting.  There  were  also  Friends  who 
in  the  silence  found  rest  and  direction.  Many 
learned  to  share  fellowship  in  the  silence. 

We  were  especially  grateful  for  the  planning 
and  preparation  of  our  meals.  As  we  gathered  to 
nurture  our  spirits,  Mildred  Cowger  and  her  grand- 
son, Tony,  asked  to  share  in  the  retreat  by  nurtur- 
ing our  bodies. 
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SCQM  Retreat  Announcement 

A Weekend  Testament  of  Devotion,  the  third  annual 
retreat  for  Friends  and  Brothers  at  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Priory  in  Valyermo,  will  be  May  25-28.  We  hope 
to  deepen  our  exchange  with  the  Brothers  by  some 
comparing  of  the  Order  and  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends.  To  have  a common  basis  for  dialogue, 
those  attending  are  asked  to  read  A Testament  of 
Devotion  by  Thomas  R.  Kelly,  St.  Benedict’s  Rule 
for  Monasteries  (to  be  mailed  to  registrants),  and 
Faith  and  Practice  (PYM).  We  are  fortunate  in 
having  a 3-day  weekend.  The  extra  day  and  infla- 
tion have  increased  costs  ($60  per  person/double 
room;  $82. 50/single  room,  plus  $1  for  materials). 
Anxious  that  all  interested  persons  should  be  able 
to  attend,  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting, 
which  sponsors  this  retreat,  urges  those  who  need 
financial  assistance  to  inquire  of  their  monthly 
meetings.  Monthly  meetings  are  invited  to  relay 
requests  they  cannot  meet  to  SCQM  Sharing  Fund 
(Bill  Taylor,  Treasurer).  Flyers  have  gone  to  all 
meetings  in  the  Quarter.  Please  make  application 
early,  preferably  before  May  5.  For  further  infor- 
mation, write  Aimee  Elsbree  (400  University  Circle, 
Claremont,  CA  91711). 

Letters 

Dear  Friends, 

Your  Jan/Feb  79  issue  is  a valuable  asset  in  let- 
ting us  know  where  we  are  in  history. 

It  is  good  that  we  enter  the  discussion  of  public 
policy  before  all  political  decisions  are  made  by 
our  representatives.  In  this  way,  we  might  avoid 
some  of  the  severe  mistakes  in  history. 

Thanks  for  such  a worthwhile  effort.  I assume 
that  you  have  sent  copies  to  political  representatives. 

The  issue  of  the  proposed  “forced  labor”  of 
youth,  either  military  or  civilian  is  another  that 
needs  study  and  discussion.  Some  of  the  questions 
include,  What  kind  of  a country  do  we  want?  Do 
we  want  a police  state?  What  is  the  psychological 
factor  in  wanting  to  force  youth  into  some  sort  of 
public  service  or  military  draft?  Where  would  we 
propose  that  youth  fight?  Are  we  continuing 
our  efforts  to  make  everyone  alike;  that  is,  are  we 
attempting  once  and  for  all  to  stifle  individual 
thought  and  growth? 

Lorraine  Veatch 
La  Jolla  Meeting 


Dear  Friends, 

Why  are  we  paying  income  taxes?  Paying  taxes 
to  the  government  for  the  military  is  just  buying 
guns  and  bombs  and  chemical  weapons  so  that 
someone  may  kill  someone.  Is  that  what  we  want 
our  tax  money  to  be  used  for?  Is  not  that  incon- 
sistent with  our  professed  efforts  for  peace? 

I know  that  many  people  believe  that  refusing  to 
pay  taxes  is  a useless  gesture,  that  the  government 
is  going  to  get  the  money  anyway,  and  that  even 
if  they  don’t  get  it  they  will  not  cut  the  military 
budget  but  will  rather  cut  out  social  service  pro- 
grams. So  why  bother,  they  ask,  why  take  the 
trouble? 

The  answer  is  that  it  is  not  in  fact  any  trouble, 
and  that  even  if  it  were  it  would  still  be  our  obliga- 
tion to  refuse  to  voluntarily  support  the  military. 

It  may  be  that  they  have  the  force  with  which  to 
extort  our  tax  money  from  us,  from  our  bank 
accounts,  from  our  salaries,  even  from  our  property. 
But  that  is  no  more  suffering,  probably  less,  than 
early  Quakers  experienced  who  refused  to  take 
off  their  hats  or  to  swear  oaths,  or  conscientious 
objectors  who  go  to  prison  rather  than  serve  in  the 
military.  Have  we  as  Quakers  become  so  worldly 
that  we  think  it  is  all  right  to  cooperate  with  the 
government  even  when  it  violates  our  testimonies 
and  religious  beliefs? 

What  I am  urging  is  that  we  conscientiously  refuse 
to  cooperate  voluntarily  with  the  military  or  to  con- 
tribute to  it,  and  also  that  this  refusal  be  done  in 
a spirit  of  religious  witness  rather  than  political 
protest.  What  matters  is  that  we  do  not  let  our 
actions  be  governed  by  the  state  but  rather  by  our 
sense  of  what  is  right,  moral,  and  humane,  and  con- 
sistent with  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  “Put  up  the 
sword,  for  all  they  who  take  the  sword  shall  per- 
ish by  the  sword.” 

I urge  everyone  who  files  an  income  tax  return 
to  at  least  send  a letter  expressing  dissent  from  the 
military  budget.  If  money  is  owed,  I urge  you  to 
refuse  to  send  a check,  and  to  send  copies  of  your 
dissent  letters  to  the  President,  legislators,  and  news- 
papers. Since  most  of  us  have  had  our  tax,  money 
withheld,  this  is  usually  a small  amount  anyway. 

And  we  need  to  become  alert  to  opportunities  for 
self-employment  so  that  the  government  does  not 
get  our  taxes  in  advance.  Those  who  wish  to  send 
their  tax  money  to  alternative  agencies  may  con- 
sider the  AFSC,  or  AGAPE  Foundation,  or  the 
Cambridge  Friends’  Peace  Tax  Fund. 

There  is  no  need  to  worry  about  what  percentage 
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(Letter:  cont.  from  page  123) 
of  one’s  income  tax  to  refuse,  because  it  is  proba- 
bly true  that  if  governmental  income  falls  off  the 
military  will  be  the  last  thing  to  be  cut,  so  refusing 
to  pay  any  at  all  is  a further  protest  against  the 
government’s  policy  of  “military  expenditures 
first.” 

John  Fitz 
Berkeley  Meeting 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth: 

Jesse  Alan  Schmoe,  born  February  21,  1979,  to 
Martha  Willard  and  Tom  Schmoe  of  Eastside 
Meeting. 

Marriage: 

Chi  Stritmatter  and  Bill  Cone  were  married  under 
the  care  of  Eastside  Meeting  on  March  17,  1979. 

Additions  to  Calendar 

April  1979 

6- 8  Young  Friends  of  North  America  Spring 

Spring  Commiteee  meetings,  Davis 
Meeting  House.  Contact  Cherilyn 
Holt  (916)  758-5937. 

7- 8  Arizona  Half  Yearly  Meeting  in  Phoe- 

nix where  Friends  will  also  celebrate 
the  20th  Anniversary  of  building  the 
Phoenix  Meeting  House. 

28  PYM  Peace  Committee  Meeting,  1 p.m. 
La  Jolla  Meeting  House.  For  hospital- 
ity contact  Gladis  Innerst,  5840 
Camino  de  la  Costa,  La  Jolla  92037. 
Meetings  may  send  concerns  to  Earle 
Reynolds,  Box  573,  Ben  Lomond,  CA 
95005 

May  1979 

4-5  Young  Friends  Peace  and  Social  Action 
Committee,  PYM,  gathering  at  Berkeley 
Meeting  House  and  participation  in 
Livermore  Lab  Conversion  Rally  and 
Fair. 

6-8  New  Call  to  Peacemaking  Legislative 
Seminar  and  Visitation  of  Congress- 
ional Representatives  and  Senators, 
William  Penn  House,  515  E.  Capitol 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20003 
(202)  543-5530 

19-20  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center 
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19-20  New  Mexico  Region  Women’s  Retreat, 

Blue  Triangle  YWCA  Camp,  Tijeras 
Canyon 

20  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting, 
Orange  Grove  Meeting  House,  Pasadena 
25-28  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 
Retreat,  St.  Andrews  Priory,  Valyermo. 
Contact  Aimee  Elsbree,  400  University 
Circle , Claremont,  C A 91711 

Job  Openings 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  North- 
ern California  Regional  Office,  seeks  applicants  for 
its  Criminal  Justice  and  Peace  Programs  and  a 
Fund  Raiser. 

Peace  Program  Developer /Coordinator  works 
with  three  staff  to  coordinate  programs  on  the 
Middle  East,  Southern  Africa,  and  Disarmament. 
Application  deadline:  April  16,  1979 

Criminal  Justice  Administrative  Assistant  works 
with  two  staff  on  jail  and  prison  construction  mora- 
torium. Clerical  work  as  well  as  program  develop- 
ment and  interpretation  is  required.  Experience  as 
a prisoner  and  familiarity  with  prisoner  and  ex- 
prisoner support  groups  desired.  Application 
deadline:  April  20, 1979. 

Fund  Raiser  works  to  raise  funds  from  individuals 
and  organizations  for  the  work  of  the  AFSC.  Should 
meet  public  well  and  be  able  to  interpret  AFSC 
point  of  view.  Writing  skills.  Application  deadline: 
May  7,  1979. 

To  Apply:  Send  resumes  to  Yasuko  Fujita,  AFSC 
2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121.  Women, 
Third  World  persons,  gay  men  and  lesbians  are 
encouraged  to  apply.  AFSC  is  an  Affirmative 
Action  Employer. 


